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GLOBAL SEEDING PROGRAM
Chris Wood – UAI President, Bradly Tharp – UIA Treasurer

Help Spread The Urantia Book:  
Funds Needed to Ship Books to Malawi, Zambia, Ukraine and the Philippines
Urantia Association International’s Fund Raising Committee has launched a campaign to raise 
funds for the Association’s Global Seeding Program. All donations will be used to ship The 
Urantia Book where no commercial distribution agencies exist — in Malawi, Zambia, Ukraine, 
the Philippines, as well as the Indian Subcontinent and Eastern Europe. An ambitious, but 
realistic goal to raise $12,500 (USD) by July, 2015 is needed to purchase, ship, deliver, and 
distribute these books.

By sending books to countries and communities without normal commercial book distribution, 
you can help our fellow readers — many of whom share books at study groups — to spread the 
revelation in their country.

They need our help! It costs $125 (USD) to deliver one case of books to these eager readers. In order to reach our 
goal of shipping one hundred cases to these underserved countries, many generous donors are needed. Please 
consider making a one-time or a monthly contribution to this worthy project.

Urantia Association International now offers a secure donation page so you can donate online: DONATE NOW 
<https://urantia-association.org/get-involved/support-uai/>

The worldwide Urantia Book readership is rapidly growing in countries outside of North America. While in the 
English speaking world, the book is widely available through commercial book channels, politics and poverty 
continue to conspire to limit access to the Revelation in much of the world.

By sending books 

to countries and 

communities without 

normal commercial 

book distribution, you 

can help our fellow 

readers!
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The Urantia Foundation has spent decades creating distribution networks which have made the book commercially 
available to truth seekers and religionists in the developed countries. But, to extend their reach, the Foundation 
is working with Urantia Association to find ways and means to deliver the book to areas where it is not otherwise 
available.

Under this plan, the cost of the book itself, as well as shipping and delivery costs, are provided by those of us 
who already have the Revelation and are committed to its dissemination. The distribution of these donated books 
is completed by the personal hand-to-hand ministry of members of the Associations who serve via the National 
and Local Urantia Associations and local study groups. These willing volunteers also work to place books in local 
bookstores and libraries, developing future opportunities for normal commercial distribution and availability.

Thousands of books have been disseminated in this way. And those mustard seeds are growing into fruit-bearing 
trees resulting in this call for thousands more Urantia Books by our Association’s local leadership around the world. 
The books delivered by this project will seldom be sold to generate funds for the Foundation or the Association.

Members of the International Service Board are excited by the growing demand for books and other services 
that the Association can help with: organizing events, providing teachers and leaders, and assisting with 
communications and networking systems. We are working to develop systems and procedures for this ever 
increasing opportunity of putting Urantia Books into the hands of truth seekers and fellow pilgrims. Thank you for 
your support and generosity for this project.

DONATE NOW 

NOTEWORTHY DECISIONS FROM THE OCTOBER 2014 BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES MEETING
By Judy Van Cleave, Secretary, Urantia Foundation, Idaho, United States

1. Book Matters
Good news. Book sales in Q3 2014 were up 22% compared with the same period in 2013. Year-
to-date, worldwide book sales were up 4% with sizable growth in Latin America.

 The Colombian Association of Urantia Association has done wonders for book distribution 
in their country. They have organized the importation and distribution of books, while 
significantly reducing the price to make them more affordable to readers.

Concurrently, the Association in Ukraine has done the same. They have imported books, are 
distributing them, and the Russian translation is now available at an affordable price.

The success of alternate channels of distribution in Colombia and Ukraine makes us ask the 
question whether reader groups in other countries could improve distribution while reducing 
the cost of books to local readers. We welcome ideas from Urantia Association International, 
The Urantia Book Fellowship, and independent reader groups who have suggestions as to 
how to improve distribution outside the United States. Send your proposed ideas to Tamara 
Strumfeld at tamara@urantia.org.

The book-printing schedule for 2015 and 2016 is under review. German, English, Spanish, and 
Portuguese books will be printed in the next 18 months. These print runs will cost upwards of 
$250,000.

Based on the recommendation of our Brazilian book distributor, we lowered the price of the Portuguese translation 
of The Urantia Book sold in the Americas by $10 per book. The suggested retail price for hardcovers was $34.95, 
and now it is $24.95. Paperbacks were $29.95 and are now $19.95. Based on these new lower retail prices, the board 
hopes to increase the readership in Brazil.

2. The Staff at 533, Volunteers, and Consultants
The team at 533 has been in a good rhythm. Tamara Strumfeld continues to juggle many balls, and thank goodness 
for her excellent work. She goes from working on book sales, participating in committee meetings, and working on 
the index and newsletters to solving many day-to-day logistical problems.

Joanne Strobel has been terrific at managing the building, assisting the education committee with UBIS and 
seminars, simplifying internal office processes, meeting and greeting visitors, and keeping many organizational 

Connie Gutierrez

https://urantia-association.org/get-involved/support-uai/
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details in fine order and moving forward.

Connie Gutierrez has been faithfully tending to all the details that keep the business functioning. 
She pays the bills, wires funds, maintains Quick Books, ships book orders, answers the phone, 
communicates with the Spanish-speaking readership, and helps everyone when needed.

Beyond the day-to-day duties, our small, hardworking staff has pushed forward on the vital 
initiatives that directly further the mission of seeding The Urantia Book and its teachings 
globally.

The Board of Trustees is continuing to analyze the staffing needs at 533 W. Diversey Parkway. 
We have engaged an outside consulting group to assess our needs, especially in the areas of 
fundraising, disseminating The Urantia Book globally, and the organizational resources and 
staffing needed to fund mission-driven programs. For 2015 we will continue to operate without 
hiring an executive director.

Special thanks go to the volunteers and outside consultants who help keep the Foundation 
moving forward. To name a few, special thanks to Rogério Silva (translator website), Michael 
Zehr (UBIS webmaster), the teacher-facilitators at UBIS, the 19 board and staff members of 
UBIS, Jim Zigarelli (website), Tim Kenny (accounting), Larry Watkins (IT and index) Cece 
Forester (index), Mike Wood (social media), Jennifer Siegel (chef and hospitality), MaryJo 
Garascia (Thoughts to Ponder), the Finnish office team, the dozens of translators and revisors, 
and all other volunteers who keep progress moving. We also thank the associate trustees and the members of the 
board committees.

3. 533 W. Diversey Parkway Building Policy
From October 1–November 16, six separate, multiday events are taking place at 533. We are 
pleased that organizations and groups are having workshops, seminars, and meetings at the 
historic and beautiful birthplace of the revelation. Because of the increased use of the building, 
we have simplified our building policy. To learn more about the new policy or for booking the 
facility, please contact Joanne Strobel at joanne@urantia.org.

4. Finance Committee Report and Actions
The board approved the finance committee’s recommendation to move the Foundation’s 
investment account to Bernstein Global Wealth Management effective January 1, 2015.

The board passed the 2015 budget. The income needed for 2015 is up 3% while the expenses 
are up 1% compared with the past three-year average. Program expenses (book distribution, 
translations, revisions, outreach, website, education, and more) are up significantly while 
administrative expenses are down in order to use more of the donor’s gifts to pay for the 
mission-driven programs.

The end-of-the-year match fundraiser was launched at the October meeting. A small group of 
donors have given $160,000 to Urantia Foundation if an equal amount of money can be raised to match their gift. 
This program is a wonderful way for donors to double their gift to Urantia Foundation. For every dollar you give, up 
to $160,000, a dollar will be matched. Please help us reach the “match” by sending Urantia Foundation a donation 
before the end of the year.

NEW REVISED UAI WEBSITE
Chris Wood, UAI President

Have you seen the revised UAI website yet? 
If not you can view it at http://urantia-association.org. It has had a makeover and is now much easier for us 
to manage our own content which is a huge cost saving to the Association. Here you will find much that we 
hope will be of interest to you. You can view and search The Urantia Book online, find ways to contact readers 
and study groups in regions all around the world, keep in touch with news and events from the dozens of 
Urantia Associations around the globe and find contacts for eachNational or Local Association, read articles and 
presentations from conferencesand symposiums, find study aids and secondary works to assist in your study of the 
Urantia teachings, participate in discussion forums with a diverse range of readers, hear what people have to say 

Joanne Strobel

Tamara Strumfeld
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about the impact The Urantia Book has had on their lives, discover ways to get involved and help with the mission 
of fostering an awareness of the Urantia revelation to the wider community of truth seekers. Enjoy browsing 
around our site and please feel free to contact us with your thoughts and suggestions.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: CAN YOU HELP?
Margaret Slater Thompson, UAI Central Office Administrator

Calling all Translators and IT / Website Volunteers!
Can you translate from English into French, Portuguese or Spanish? We have a great service opportunity for you 
if you can. We’ve embarked on a major translation project; we’re going to make the website available in French, 
Portuguese & Spanish for starters. Once they’re completed we’ll gradually increase the number of translations.

If you are IT savvy, have experience with website management or development (particularly WordPress), or have a 
passion for Public Relations, our website team has plenty of service opportunities for you.

If you can help with any of these projects please contact us via the Volunteer Application Form found at http://
urantia-association.org/get-involved/volunteer/.

AMAZON SMILE: AN EASY WAY TO HELP FUND UAI

Margaret Slater Thompson, UAI Central Office Administrator

Amazon Smile Donates a Portion of Proceeds to Urantia Association International
Instead of using amazon.com for your purchase of books and other products, use http://smile.amazon.com instead 
and .5% of your purchase will be donated to Urantia Association International.

This is a feature Amazon has offered for many years, but previously it was only accessible by 
going through a charity’s website. Now, you can go directly. Simply go to http://smile.amazon.
com and sign up by choosing Urantia Association International as your charity.

Prices don’t change. Your Amazon benefits don’t change. Your account doesn’t change. The 
only thing you need to change is your bookmark.

While you are at Amazon, leave a 5 star review of The Urantia Book!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE UAI JOURNAL

Dorothy Elder, Los Angeles, California 

(Editor’s note: The following are some insights shared by Dorothy Elders after she read about the Study Group 
Symposium in the Journal. Dorothy is a long time reader, Association member, and founder of The Urantia Book 
Internet School (UBIS).)

I just finished reading the September issue of Urantia Association’s Journal which featured five presentations given 
at the Study Group Symposium last June, and I was filled with a “Mountain Top” experience of exhilaration and 
Thanksgiving!!

What wonderful presentations they were! David Glass’ The Glorious Good News, Gaetan Charland’s Light of 
the World vision, Joycee Patterson’s Carpe Diem – Progressive Study Group Evaluation, David Kulieki’s Lighting 
the Way with wise and vigorous Study Group leadership, and finally, Tonia Baney’s focus on Jesus’ Parables as 
inspiration for sharing the revelation with others. I was truly astounded by the collective effect of all that I read, but 
more than that was the soul-grasping realization and recognition I experienced regarding how far we have come 
and of the progress that has been achieved during these past fifty years. The insight and wisdom demonstrated in 
these presentations at the Symposium is a testimony to that very progress and a sign post to all that we are on the 
right track.

On a personal note: from the five wonderful presentations shared in the Journal, one point was made that stood 
out for me, above everything else, as ‘the pearl of great price”, the one that set my “truth bells” ringing and sent my 

use www. smile.

amazon.com and .5% 

of your purchase will 

be donated to UAI.

http://urantia-association.org/get-involved/volunteer
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http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com
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heart pounding with joy. In David Glass’s presentation he eludes to a reader’s initial encounter with The Urantia 
Book, and it lights up the night sky for him – like a rocket – with great brilliance. He goes on to say that it is among 
the many tasks of Study Groups to help new or early students of The Urantia Book to experience this same, initial, 
breath-taking discovery-moment for themselves.

Such a moment constitutes the instance of a profound, personal, religious experience – 
one of the central themes of the book and the essence of the religion of Jesus. For me, this 
statement stands high and above all else as “the Guiding Light” Task for all Study Group 
leaders.

In closing these remarks, I would like to tell you that I will share this current issue of the 
Journal with all my co-members and staff of The Urantia Book Internet School. I am sure 
they will find it as illuminating and inspiring as I did!

Once again, congratulations on your outstanding Study Group Symposium.

UPCOMING URANTIA EVENTS
Messenger staff

2015 Urantia International Conference
Thursday, July 30, 2015 7:00 PM - 
Sunday, August 02, 2015 1:30 PM (Eastern Time)

University Bishops 
819-822-9600 
2600 Rue College 
Sherbrooke, Quebec J1M 0C8 
Canada

Details, Map and Directions

The focus of the 2015 Urantia Association International Conference is 
centered on family life and how we reveal ourselves to God starting as 
children and growing to adulthood. Each day of the conference will explore 
a sub theme about how as children, adults, parents and grand-parents our 
family relationships provide a beneficial influence on our relationship with 
God.

The conference plenaries and workshops will also offer insights on how to 
help children initiate their relationship with God the Father, and how we as 
adults, parents and grand-parents can help and be part of this progressive 
process.

To encourage parents to make this a family experience, registration for 
children under the age of 13 is free.  This free registration include meals, 
lodging and entertainment program for kids.

All the plenary sessions will be in the English language with simultaneous 
translations offered in French and Spanish. Workshops will be offered in 
different languages corresponding with the number of participants.

Need Financial Aid?

If you need financial aid to attend the conference, please read the Financial 
Aid Policy and then fill out the Request for Financial Aid for 2015 Urantia 
Association International Conference.

We hope you plan your summer vacation to this beautiful part of Quebec 
and join your brothers and sisters for this special exploration.

For questions, contact Gaetan Charland or Line St. Pierre by email at: association.urantia.quebec@gmail.com

Register Now

I was truly astounded 

by the collective 

effect of all that I read 

in this Journal article.

http://urantia-association.org/2014/11/01/2015-urantia-association-international-conference/
mailto:association.urantia.quebec%40gmail.com?subject=Question%20about%20UAI%20International%20Conference
http://Register Now
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Don’t Panic: A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Local Universe.
Lone Star Urantia Association

When: 

Friday March 20, 2015 at 4:00 PM CDT to Sunday March 22, 2015 at 
2:00 PM CDT

Where: 

Briarwood Retreat Center, 670 Copper Canyon Road, Argyle, TX 
76226

Early registration is now open for this event!

Registration will be an ala carte menu. You’ll contract for your room 
separately, meals separately, and registration fee separately. We hope 
this encourages an extra number of “day trippers” who will join for 
the event.

Click here for details, to register, or RSVP.

Sincerely, 
Randall Wood 
urantia.randall@yahoo.com 
512-878-0501

“Gathering in the Hood”
Pacific Northwest Urantia Family, September 17-20  2015 
Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp - Oregon

Approximately 80 people with the region being inclusive of Alaska, British Columbia, Idaho, Oregon, and 
Washington.

Fellow readers from Alaska have recently been getting to know readers from Oregon (we call lower 48 visits) and 
we decided we were overdo for a regional event.  We’re calling it a gathering because really it’s going to be an 
informal camp-out of sorts with a “get to know your UB neighbor” format.  We have formed a steering committee, 
secured the site, and are soon to announce the dates.  Much as Diane Labrecque has done with the TUUFF events, 
we too want to remain unaffiliated with any one Urantia organization. It is our sincere desire to be inclusive of 
all and instead of trying to ignore the organizations we want to fly the banner of all three – Urantia Foundation, 
Urantia Book Fellowship, and Urantia Association International.

Tony Finstad 
finstad.anthony@gmail.com  
907.830.8816

2015 Parliament of World Religions
http://urantia-association.org/2014/11/15/2015-parliament-of-world-
religions/#more-11396 

As we did in 2009, Urantia Association International, Urantia 
Foundation and the Fellowship will work together to promote The 
Urantia Book at this prestigious event.  If you are interested in 
being part of the team to plan and man the booth during this event, 
or just want to attend this amazing event, now is the time to register 
for five days of listening, sharing, practical insight, training and 
networking.

Join thousands of faith and interfaith leaders and activists from more 
than 80 countries, representing more than 50 faith, and spiritual 
traditions.  The Parliament is the summit of interfaith networks.

For a complete list of fees, go to the PWR registration page.

If you are interested in volunteering to be part of our team for this event, please use our Contact Us Form and tell 
us how you would like to help and if you are interested in the group rate.

http://Click here to register or RSVP.
mailto:urantia.randall%40yahoo.com?subject=Questions%20about%20Texas%20conference
http://Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp - Oregon
mailto:finstad.anthony%40gmail.com?subject=Question%20about%20Oregon%20Urantia%20conference
http://urantia-association.org/2014/11/15/2015
https://www.instantreg.com/registration/register.jspx?id=a54b854e4352167d
http://urantia-association.org/about-uai/contact-us/
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URANTIA, NEBADON, AND THE MASTER UNIVERSE:  
A NEW FILM ON PERSPECTIVE

By Richard Jernigan, associate trustee, Urantia Foundation, Texas, United States

3,840,101. If you recognize that as the number of inhabited planets in our local universe — you are right. It is 
a rather foreboding number and quite humbling when you ponder that our Creator Son chose our planet out of 
those millions for his world of human incarnation.

This project started when I wanted simply to make a visual of our local universe and our local system and where 
our world Urantia sits within all that.

I decided on the simplest approach and just turned it all into data representing each inhabited planet in our local 
universe with a blue square. Originally I played around in Photoshop, making a chart with 3,840,101 pixels divided 
among 10,000 rods representing local systems. Next, I envisioned making a long print two feet tall and forty feet 
long in which Urantia would be a tiny, one millimeter square. I would still like to do that. Instead, I turned this into 
a video exploring beyond the local universe level to depict Urantia within the whole master universe.

Urantia, Nebadon, and the Master Universe is primarily for readers of The Urantia Book who have read the 
descriptions of the universe and have a concept of the book’s cosmology. I imagine that non-readers will be 
bewildered, and readers will be captivated.

For me, putting something like this together provided a number of insights:

• Local universes are the primary building blocks of the seven superuniverses. Each is a unified personal creation.

• Our local system is well developed. The average-sized local system has 384 inhabited planets. The smallest 
system, I conjecture, has about 200 inhabited planets, and the largest system has about 700 planets.

• When I was quite far into building these graphics, I learned about a cluster of 1,000 stars that is about 500 
light-years away and is about one-half billion years old (young). The Beehive Cluster could well be in our 
local universe, and it is likely to have no inhabited planets. If that is the case, then our local universe is more 
developed than I originally suspected.

• If you place a golf ball in the center of the United States, that is another way of thinking about the size of the 
grand universe (the seven superuniverses plus the central universe) compared with the farthest outer-space 
level.

• Two cups of salt minus two tablespoons yields 3.8 million grains of salt. Pour that on a table to get a sense of how 
many planets are in our local universe.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loEnwEdRT_g#t=24
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• 3,840,101 periods typed single-space on your word processor in a 12-point font will yield 592 pages of periods. 
One of those periods is Urantia.

• This immense feeling of smallness makes my personal problems seem very, very insignificant. How liberating!

UPDATE ON EDUCATION OUTREACH

By Gard Jameson, Trustee, Urantia Foundation, Nevada, United States

The Education Committee has been busy focusing on two outreach strategies. The first is The Urantia Book 
Internet School (UBIS), and the second is educational seminars to be held at Urantia Foundation in Chicago.

UBIS, founded by Dorothy Elder and directed by Georges Michelson-Dupont, had more than 
420 students participating in 2014. Today classes are being offered in English, Spanish, and 
French. We encourage you to visit the school at ubis.urantia.org and consider taking a class. 
The next trimester will begin in January. Who knows? You may be so inspired that after taking a 
class, you might want to become a teacher.

With the renovation of the Foundation’s headquarters building located at 533 W. Diversey 
Parkway in Chicago, educational seminars are becoming more popular. In the last quarter of 
2014, two seminars were well attended: A women’s retreat was hosted by Line St-Pierre from 
Québec, Canada, and a workshop on the soul was hosted by Marta Elders from Connecticut, 
United States.

In 2015, at least three seminars are planned. Line St-Pierre will host another retreat for women, 
and Marvin Gawryn will host a seminar on the socialization of religion. In November, there will be a scientific 
seminar focused on the study of facts from a number of different scientific disciplines that support the existence of 
God. Students of The Urantia Book with a passion and background in science are invited to this science seminar. It 
will be limited to twelve persons.

In June of 2016, source authors of The Urantia Book will be the topic of a seminar.

If you are interested in any of the above seminars, please write to Joanne Strobel at joanne@urantia.org.

You might be interested to know that the Foundation’s basement might be converted to an educational center, 
including archives pertaining to The Urantia Book. If you have materials related to the history and content of The 
Urantia Book, please consider donating them to Urantia Foundation.

A BEACH RETREAT: WHAT PRAYER WAS TO JESUS

By Share Beasley, associate trustee, Florida, United States

Prayer is the most potent spiritual-growth stimulus.
If “of all human knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to know the religious life of Jesus and how he lived 
it,” then surely the study of, and reflection upon, what prayer was to Jesus is highly important to all students of 
The Urantia Book. You might ponder, as we did, the contents of Paper 196 for inspiration and insights concerning 
Jesus’ prayer life.

More than a dozen participants chose one of the following elements of Jesus’ prayer life as the focus to make 
a short presentation: a sincere expression of spiritual attitude, a recital of personal devotion, an expression 
of thanksgiving, an avoidance of emotional tension, an exaltation of intellection, an enrichment of thought, 
an invigoration of higher inclinations, a declaration of faith, a transcendental surrender of will, a sublime 
assertion of confidence, a confession of supreme devotion, a technique for the adjustment of difficulties, and the 
mighty mobilization of the combined soul powers to withstand all human tendencies toward selfishness, evil, and 
sin. (2088.5) 196:0.10

We learned from each person and every presentation, which was followed by lively and enlightening discussion.

After immersing ourselves for two days in the study of Jesus’ prayer life, we recognized in a personal and private 
way that the secret of Jesus’ unparalleled religious life was his consciousness of the presence of God; and he 
attained it by intelligent prayer and sincere worship. (2088.5) 196:0.10

With the renovation 

of the Foundation’s 

headquarters 

educational seminars 

are becoming more 

popular.

ubis.urantia.org
mailto:joanne%40urantia.org?subject=Question%20about%20Education%20Committee%20programs
(2088.5) 196:0.10
http://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-196-faith-jesus?term=2088\.5#search-jump-result-0
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The doing of the will of God is nothing more or less than an exhibition of creature willingness to share the inner 
life with God. (1221.2) 111:5.1

God consciousness is ours for the taking; it is like water at the faucet, waiting there to be turned on.

An added joy to intimate gatherings, such as our beach retreat, is an expanded love-list. As siblings who have 
created meaningful memories together, we now look forward to our next beach retreat.

A special thank you to our gracious hosts-on-the-coast and our musical worship directors!

REFLECTIONS FROM THE WOMEN’S RETREAT
Alice Wood, Doreen Heyne, Carrie Prentice, Line St-Pierre

Editor’s Note: In October, 2014, a women’s retreat was held at Urantia Foundation. The planning of the retreat 
began well over a year in advance. Women traveled from near and far to share the weekend and following are 
reflections from some of the attendees.

After signing up to participate in the weekend women’s retreat, my husband joked several 
times that I was on my way to a knitting circle. When he asked me what it was really about, I 
could only answer that it was about women, and that it would be wonderful. Even after the first 
day of the retreat, I had difficulty wrapping my head around a good description of the retreat. 
I wrote a note in my journal that read, “We are not talking about The Urantia Book. We are not 
talking about the Mother Spirit. We are sharing ourselves. We are countering the intellectual 
emphasis that is often so dominant among readers of The Urantia Book.”

Of course, we did talk about The Urantia Book and about the Mother Spirit as well as the 
female strengths of emotions, intuition, and morality. But that was not the focus. The focus was 
on how these things work within our lives. We all took away something different. I took away 
a greater trust in the value of my emotions and intuition. Too often I have felt that these traits 
need to be suppressed, but increasingly I see that they add to a more balanced and healthy 
environment.

Please do not tell my husband this, but it turns out that all along he was right; it was a knitting 
circle. Through sharing themselves, the women at the retreat knit themselves together to form 
a stronger fabric in the community of Urantia Book readers.

~ Alice Wood, Wisconsin, United States

It came down to what matters in life, what is meaningful, what resonates within me. My hope was twofold: first, 

Photo with this one… Top: Kirt, Lara, Dan, Share, Scott, Shirley, Ernie — Middle: Bill, Susan 
Bottom: Dawn, Isabelle, Joan, Joycee, Polly, Bernie, Sheryl

Alice Wood

http://www.urantia.org/urantia-book-standardized/paper-111-adjuster-and-soul?term=1221\.2#search-jump-result-0
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to give a voice to women who are searching for how to express their God-given talents by a 
greater understanding of the divine in themselves and second, to give a voice to those who 
are determined to empower others to experience the joys of being a woman and to master 
the art of loving.

As a group, something happened when we connected the material and the spiritual energies; 
the consciousness of the group changed. It enabled me to see the beautiful quality of the 
other attendees and to see them as unique daughters of God.

I enjoy people and revel in the sharing of the heights and depths of doing God’s will. As 
women, we are very intuitive; we have a knowing of things unsaid.

It was truly an honor to be part of this weekend women’s retreat. Everyone who attended left 
a fragrant part of themselves with each of us that will always be remembered.

~ Doreen Heyne, Florida, United States

On Sunday, I led the group in examining what The Urantia Book 
explicitly says about the differences between men and women, in 

consideration of the Urantia Revelation being addressed to an early 20th century audience. For 
example, we considered the significance of this statement, “Woman, however, has always been 
the moral standard-bearer and the spiritual leader of mankind.” (938.8) 84:6.4

The group also reviewed Jesus’ establishment of the women’s corps who accompanied the 
apostles on the third teaching tour.

And finally the group considered how emotions, as discussed in The Urantia Book, are 
presented as desirable and useful, in that higher beings seem to experience more kinds of 
emotions, and celestial artisans design new emotions. The goal of this discussion was for the 
group to envision the unique perspective that 21st century women can bring to uplift other 

women around the world to value themselves and claim their spirituality 
by balancing heart and mind. I suggested that we coin this technique of 
balance with a new term, heartellect.

~ Carrie Prentice, South Dakota, United States

As the flower is responsible for providing its pollen to the wind and not watering the ground 
where it falls, experiencing with women this spiritual journey with an opening of heart enabled 
for better understanding of the self and enjoying every element that God constituted us with; 
the body, the consciousness, our personality, and the divine Spirit living within us.

Spiritual growth is a process of unlimited progress which takes time. We gave it a weekend to 
begin with.

~ Line St-Pierre, Québec, Canada

COMMENTS FROM THE SOUL WORKSHOP
Marta Elders, workshop facilitator, Keith Avery, David Neufer, Kirk Graham, Guy Perron, Betsy Millard

Editor’s Note: At the end of October, 2014, Marta Elders facilitated a workshop on the soul. Participants came 
from Asia, Europe, and across North America. What a delight to have such an international group of readers of 
The Urantia Book. Several attendees wrote about their experience here, and we are happy to share them with 
you.

A Divine Counselor commented on the challenges that the Orvonton corps of truth revealers faced in their 
[E]ndeavor to expand cosmic consciousness and enhance spiritual perception. (1.2) 0:0.2 It is a natural step to 
conclude that this purpose of expanding cosmic consciousness and also enhancing spiritual perception is a worthy 
goal for any seminar dedicated to deepening one’s embracing of revelatory material in The Urantia Book.

Over the weekend of October 31, twelve individuals gathered to share their insights and understandings in a 
seminar on the soul as revealed in The Urantia Book. This study was held at 533 W. Diversey Parkway, Chicago, 
and was sponsored by the Education Committee of Urantia Foundation. We considered the origin, nature, and 
destiny of the soul with each participant preparing a short paper (3-5 pages) and leading an experiential practice 
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(meditations, worship, poetry, web insights, guided imagery, etc.). It was remarkable to experience the magic and 
mystery that evolved and unfolded when, together and separately, we wholeheartedly reached higher and deeper.

~ Marta Elders, workshop facilitator, Connecticut, United States

The soul workshop was phenomenal. We shared knowledge, feelings, opinions, 
energy, admiration, and information.

We came together to learn and to collaborate concerning the soul: What is it? Where is it? 
How does it develop? And how does it relate to mind, spirit, and God.

We all left the workshop with much more understanding and appreciation for our souls 
and for the fact that we are all connected in mind, body, and spirit.

I met twelve people that I would never have expected to feel so comfortable with in such 
a gathering. It was as if we had known each other from some other time and space and, in 
three days, became like family.

I feel inspired by, and grateful for, The Urantia Book, and appreciative of Marta Elders and Joanne Strobel who 
brought us together for such an enlightening experience.

~ Keith Avery, Hawaii, United States

It would have been easier to stay home, but none of us did. We all ended up at Urantia Foundation in Chicago 
for the workshop on the soul. At first glance, it seemed as though this would be for learning what the papers 
say about the nature of the soul. Although it was that, it became more than that. The gathering allowed us to 
be more aware of our own souls and the souls of others. We had fast-paced group discussions followed by quiet 
conversations. We shared stories and jokes, and enjoyed tasty meals and silent meditation together.

I feel very grateful to the presenters and my fellow students for making the weekend much, much better than 
staying home.

~ David Neufer, Pennsylvania, United States

Prior to my arrival at the workshop on the soul, Joanne said that the attendees were 
students of The Urantia Book for many years, and after hearing that, my wife and son both 
thought that I would be “blown out of the water” by their experience and knowledge. The 
group would look at me as the new recruit.

I was surprised that we all had similar backgrounds in our search for truth and with the book. 
As my new friend Jan from Poland said to me, “Without The Urantia Book, it is like the blind 
leading the blind.”

We all stayed on the second floor, shared a roommate, and were treated like kings. Mike’s food could not be beat!

Being a reader for two years now, I was very curious about the people and their stories about how they discovered 
The Urantia Book and especially their stories about life, love, and struggles.

Many attendees were cautious about giving their opinion, but I was not. I wanted to be told whether my opinion 
was right or wrong. Jan did not disappoint me. He gave me a shellacking, and it was just what I needed.

My favorite take-away from the weekend was the time spent talking to my fellow pilgrims around the breakfast table 
prior to our early morning meditations.

~ Kirk Graham, Iowa, United States

Many subjects were covered and many questions were asked. What is the soul? What is the soul made of? Are 
we born with a soul? Is there such a thing as old or young souls? Is being born of the Spirit the same as the birth of 
the soul?

What a blessing to have the teachings of the fifth epochal revelation in our hands to find the answers to these 
questions and to understand the soul better.

~ Guy Perron, Québec, Canada
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As a new reader of The Urantia Book, I am especially interested in hearing from long-time readers about their 
relationship with God, their Thought Adjusters, and their souls. The soul workshop seemed a perfect opportunity, 
so I went to Chicago to meet a most interesting group of readers. The papers we all wrote were read before going 
to Chicago, which gave us an advance introduction to each attendee.

Our time together was lively and rich as we shared experiences, questions, and struggles. Being together as a small 
group for three days created an intimate connection as we opened up to each other and the collective wisdom. 
Both Marta and Gard Jameson brought skills as facilitators and invaluable perspectives as long-time readers who 
have integrated the teachings of The Urantia Book into their broad and compassionate understanding. I felt as if 
my approach to The Urantia Book matured in a very brief span of time by participating in this workshop.

Mike Wood provided wonderful meals as he and Joanne made us feel so comfortable and at home. I hope to return 
to 533 W. Diversey Parkway for more!

~ Betsy Millard, New Mexico, United States

WHAT THE URANTIA BOOK MEANS TO ME

By Rick Lyon, Indiana, United States

What does The Urantia Book mean to me? Everything. But what does “everything” mean?
I discovered The Urantia Book in the trash. I live in Crawfordsville, Indiana, where the book is printed. Part of my 
job at the steel mill, where I worked at the time, was to haul waste from our water treatment plant to the landfill 
each morning. The company that prints the book also brought their trash to the landfill, which included reject 
books from the printing presses. One morning, out of their trash, I picked up a big, thick book with no cover and 
read “The Life and Teachings of Jesus.” At that moment my life was changed. I took the book home, duct taped it 
back together, and after several hours of reading it, I exclaimed to my wife, “This is what I have been looking for!”

Front row: Gretchen Chandler, 2nd row: Marta Elders, Guy Perron, Zophia Michniewicz, 3rd row: Joanne Strobel, 
Betsy Millard, Jan Michniewicz, Gard Jameson, 4th row: David Neufer, Keith Avery, Kirk Graham
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So, the very first thing The Urantia Book was to me was a validation of my inner beliefs; a justification for my 
rejection of my parent’s religion; and a feeling like the roof was opening on a domed football stadium, revealing a 
star-filled sky that I knew was there but had never seen before.

Through The Urantia Book, I discovered an intimacy with God – an intimacy that I was never told about an 
intimate relationship based not on “the fear of God” but the love of God – God’s personal love for me as an 
individual and my personal love for Him. Nothing within me or about me is hidden from God.

The Urantia Book has led me into a life of service. Much of it involves my work with Urantia Association 
International. The rest of it involves my personal service with individuals. I speak with others about who God is and 
what He is. I give books away. I study with others so we can share our evolving understanding of the teachings of 
the Urantia Papers and how we can apply them in our daily lives.

The Urantia Revelation has led me to do things I never thought I could do or would do. Because of the service 
opportunities this book brought to me, I have friends all over the world and have traveled to places I would only 
have read about otherwise.

Last spring I toured Israel with 38 students of The Urantia Book, including my grandson 
Ethan. While Ethan and I have always been close, those two weeks brought us even closer 
together. During this time we shared and explored our “intimate” religious beliefs. This 
experience with Ethan, thanks in part to The Urantia Book, brought me a joy inexpressible 
with words.

Because of my study of The Urantia Book, I know that other people are just like me; they 
are different from me, but we share a spiritual unity. We are all children of God, brothers 
and sisters of the same Father. We are just at different points on our journey. And what a 
magnificent journey it is, “an endless career of adventure, an everlasting life of anticipation, 
an eternal voyage of discovery.” (159.6) 14:5.10

The Urantia Book reveals the purpose, value, and meaning of tribulation and affliction, a purpose different from 
the ideas of punishment or retribution that I was taught in Sunday school. The Urantia Book even goes so far 
as to say that “the greatest affliction of the cosmos is never to have been afflicted. Mortals only learn wisdom by 
experiencing tribulation.” (556.14) 48:7.14

In 2010, I lost my son Brad. Brad was a very happy and loving person but autistic. The Urantia Book gave us 
believable answers to emotional questions that my family, and probably all families with handicapped members, ask 
themselves.

This collection of 196 Papers teaches us many important and helpful things. Some of the most important are that 
we are the light of this world; the salt with a saving savor. We can be a revelation of who God is to others, of what 
our relationship should be with others, and that we are so much more than what we see in the mirror.

It is from the life and teachings of Jesus that I know what lies ahead for me, and I look forward to it and embrace it 
wholeheartedly. I no longer fear it. God truly loves me, and I love Him. I desire to be increasingly like Him and to 
serve him forever.

What does The Urantia Book mean to me? Everything.

TEACHER-FACILITATOR MUSINGS FROM UBIS

By Marta and Dave Elders

The Urantia Book is a revelation of living truth. Unlike human education, which makes information and knowledge 
accessible to the thinking mind, in the encounter with Urantia Book teachings, The Urantia Book Internet School

(UBIS) has to provide students with the opportunity to realize truth in their own experience. As mota 16 declares: 
“You cannot perceive truth until you feelingly experience it...” That begs several questions: How do we provide 
for that experience in the online UBIS classroom comprised of students who are not physically present to one 
another? What role (if any) does the soul play in both the experience of truth and in its consequent perception? 
As we read and study together the words which embody the fifth epochal revelation, can the Teacher-Facilitator 
(TF) and students together create an enhanced awareness of the possibility of, and the necessity for, the personal 
experience of truth which will lead to its subsequent perception?

The TFs have the dual responsibility identified in their functional name. The Teacher aspect comes into play early 
on in the design of the course. Each TF must, with the guidance of the Curriculum Committee and the Course 

Ethan and Rick Lyon
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Review Committee, develop a design which will be of interest to the students, encourage depth of study in 
response to carefully worded questions, and open the invisible doorway to the experience of new truth.

The Facilitator role is key to implementing space, experience level, universe and planetary origin, consciousness, 
function, psychic-circle development, etc. It is also a reflection of the model apparent in the Urantia Revelation 
itself: The revelators responsible for the illumination woven into each paper are not present to us as we seek to 
comprehend the truths we encounter in our studies. Is it possible that, as we progress, soul consciousness obviates 
the need for physical proximity as a requirement for knowing another being?

Moodle, the new UBIS website platform, has been designed and built for global learning. It 
is a wonder in its ease of use, scalability, pedagogy adaptability, and multi-lingual capabilities. 
Moodle today has 70 million users in 230 countries. Not only has the evolved UBIS pedagogy 
been integrated faithfully into the Moodle platform, but also, and equally important, Moodle’s 
intuitive ease of use has resulted in a surge of student posts during each of the four discussion-
sharing weeks. For many years UBIS has asked its students to post at least three comments 
during each discussion week. Now the conversation during discussion weeks often reaches 
15-20 posts per student, up to 200 posts for an active class of 10 students, which provides 
the sense of a real time interactive conversation. Moreover, the global nature of the online 

classroom makes it possible for students from many different countries to participate together, something which is 
often difficult for readers separated by planetary time-space considerations. This past trimester UBIS offered a total 
of ten courses, including two each in Spanish and French.

Based loosely on an actual class experience, here is an example of how a discussion week might begin. One student 
post offered that the Supreme was like a symphony orchestra made up of all time-space will creatures, each playing 
a unique instrument. Another student noted that the musicians play their music wherever in grand universe space 
and whenever in grand universe time they choose. A third student noted that somehow the Supreme was able to 
blend this unique music into a unified reality symphony that bathed the universes in finite harmony all the way to 
Paradise. And these were just the first shared insights — of nearly 150 posts in all — in a week filled with student 
observations, questions, and interactions on the UBIS website.

There are related dynamics which are important to consider in this process. One of these is the natural human 
tendency, which we have all likely experienced, to project our existing level of understanding onto newly 
revealed truth. This can have the unfortunate effect of obscuring or diluting the new illumination offered by the 
revelation. For example, the reality of a finite God, the Supreme, is not comprehensible through a projection of 
existing human understanding because such truth has never been revealed to the human mind until now. The 
TF must remain vigilant to model a non-interpretive approach in facilitating his or her course, choosing instead 
to encourage the students to explore for themselves the new truths revealed and to build their comprehension 
together as they share the fruits of their exploration with their fellow students.

The UBIS classroom seems itself to be a shared experience of progressing Supremacy consistent with the 
revelators’ stated purpose in the second paragraph of the Foreword to “expand cosmic consciousness and enhance 
spiritual perception…” It is true that the UBIS virtual classroom does not afford the opportunity for face-to-
face discussion. But for anyone who has participated with other student seekers in such a dynamic process, it 
is inescapable that the discussion-sharing process results in knowing your fellow students at a deep level. Each 
participant makes a unique contribution to the process notwithstanding the lack of physical presence in the same 
space at the same time. This is similar to the Supreme whose synthesizing unity occurs despite the fact that the 
contributing will creatures are separated by the immensity of time and space.

The reality of a finite God, the Supreme, is not comprehensible through a projection of existing human 
understanding because such truth has never been revealed to the human mind until now.

Visit ubis.urantia.org

UBIS NEEDS TEACHERS!
By Joanne Stroebel

UBIS needs experienced readers to serve as Teacher-Facilitators (TFs).

Enrich your life and the lives of fellow truth seekers worldwide by facilitating a broader and deeper understanding 
of the teachings of The Urantia Book. What you learn as a teacher will be well worth the effort. Treat yourself !

Those interested must first complete two or more courses as a student, read The Urantia Book in its entirety, and 
be recommended by their TFs. The final and most advanced requirement is to successfully complete the Teacher 
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Training Program, a four to five week intensive training course, offered annually, covering the Jesusonian teaching 
approach, course development, skillful questioning techniques, and classroom management.

For more information, please call 773.525.3319 or write to joanne@urantia.org.

STUDY GROUPS – ACTUALITIES & POTENTIALITIES

By David Glass

The Glorious Good News
Greetings and sincerest, heartfelt brotherly regards to all you sons and daughters of God assembled here today 
— my brothers and my sisters in the Father’s family of everlasting life and divine love. You are my cohorts in 
the project of promoting and enhancing the formation and cultivation of many, many study groups across the 
landscape of Urantia. It is a special privilege for me to speak to each of you at this time about what I call: “Study 
Groups: Actualities and Potentialities — the Glorious Good News.”

As I begin, I would like to ask you to participate with me in a little exercise —  something 
which Albert Einstein, the scientist who revolutionized our thinking about the nature of 
time and space, would call “a thought experiment.” This “experiment” actually calls for a 
little time travel and probably some imaginary space-travel as well.

What I want to ask you to do with me now is to take the book that is called “the 
autobiography of my sojourn on Urantia” and turn back through the pages of your 
memory — file back through all the events and thoughts and emotions and personalities 
who have come through your life and consciousness and bring back as vividly as possible 
to mind: the time in your life — the day, if you can recall —  and the specific location and 
circumstances of the moment or the period of time when you first realized the genuine, 
real, honest-to-God and honest-to-you, true and authentic nature of what you had been reading in the Urantia 
Papers —  including, if you can — that instant of recognition in which what may have seemed like the most 
outlandish claim of the book, that it was indeed the next, great, grand installment in a historic series of epochal 
revelations from the administrative hierarchy of the universe to all the populations of our planet —  “Earth,” as we 
had always known her — now “Urantia” — that curious and intriguing word on the front cover of this mysterious 
tome.

Whether you found the book in a bookstore, at the home or hand of a friend, in a library, or whether you are 
among those second or third generation readers who grew up with The Urantia Book — whatever the scenario — 
if you have traveled back to that moment of discovery, simply pause there for a minute and attempt to bring back 
the impact and the astonishment of that moment. You may have been a little younger or much younger, searching 
or browsing, in quest of a better understanding of reality. You may have been in spiritual conflict or confusion, or 
worse: in agnostic doubt, in existential despair, in outright atheism or even in the doldrums of nihilism. Or: You 
may have been in a cheerful disposition, simply keeping your mind open for whatever you might find next. You 
may have still been in the religious context of your upbringing or had begun to question or even reject some of 
those beliefs and set out on your own personal quest for viable answers.

When you’ve arrived at a recollection of such a time and circumstance, please close your eyes and take about 20 
seconds of silence to bring back and consider as much of that time and place as you can. (Eyes closed? Okay.) 

Please begin, now: . . . . . . . . Thank you!

Perhaps some of you remember having seen the movie, “Contact,” based on the book by Carl Sagan. “Contact” 
is a fictional story based on the truth that astronomers had been “listening in” on the universe on multiple 
wavelengths, hoping to catch a message from another, remote, extraterrestrial civilization. In the film, suddenly a 
message is received and detected by an astronomer, played by Jodi Foster. What a triumph it seems for humanity — 
in the movie!

Now, in real life, YOU come along and somehow you encounter The Urantia Book which lights up the night sky 
like a rocket with an even greater brilliance, revealing — not simply one more world — another “pale blue dot 
in space” — but upwards of five trillion inhabited planets with seven trillion in prospect, innumerable celestial 
personalities, and even a hidden perfect, eternal universe revolving around the stationary Isle of Paradise at “the 
geographic center of infinity.”

“Let’s get this on the evening news!!” your human mind blared into your brain. Or so mine did mine. Perhaps, like 
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me, you wrote a letter to Urantia Foundation, abrim with superlatives and exclamation points. And perhaps, like 
me, that was not enough, so you visited “533,” only to be confronted with the disheartening news that those at 
Chicago headquarters had adopted a policy of relative containment and slow, quiet, gradual growth. Only, time, 
experience, and reflection would reveal to you and to me the necessity for and the wisdom of slow, stable growth. 
Further study of the book revealed that the pace of cosmic evolution is exceedingly slow; that Jesus was never in 
a hurry; and that a premature and over rapid introduction of the book would be gravely counterproductive to the 
long term success of its mission.

Nevertheless, the recollection of that instant of revelation ‐recognition is, I believe, a crucial, critical experience, 
one which I think we should often call to mind, perhaps as often as we approach the study of the revelation, either 
individually or collectively — as in a study group. The wonder, the awe, the stunning realization, even the possible 
bewilderment of that moment of realization can, and perhaps should be, renewed as often as you read The Urantia 
Book.

I say this because it is preeminently important for us not to become too casual in our relationship to the book 
and what it represents: a point of celestial contact, a focal concentration of a dramatic spiritual down ‐reach, a 
vital communication from the universe to planet 606 of Satania. Re -encountering The Urantia Book, even for the 
“umpteenth” time, is the closest thing we Urantia humans have to being able to survey the universe broadcast 
services which a normal post-Bestowal Son planet would be enjoying. Reading the words of the revelators, we are 
admitted into the consciousness of our cosmic superiors — administrators and leaders in the universe — among 
whose duties is the ongoing supervision of this planet and of the revelatory process which they initiated a century 
ago as it ripples out through the thinking minds of the human personalities of our semi-civilized society.

One of the reasons why I emphasize this scenario is because I believe it is among our tasks 
in study groups to help other new or early students of the revelation to experience that same 
initial, breath-taking discovery-moment for themselves. Such an experience constitutes a 
profound instance of personal religious experience, one of the central themes of the book 
and the essence of the religion of Jesus. It is among my central contentions in this speech that 
we need to address ourselves over and over to re-kindling that spark, that illumination, that 
epiphany which we might call revelation-appreciation, cosmic consciousness, or which the 
revelators call “the reality response.”

We need to bring vividly to our own and to other students’ attention the realization that 
many of the revelators hail from extremely high-ranking positions in the universe, and that 
these celestial personalities, in turn, point to or describe personalities even higher than 
themselves, all the way up (or “in”) to Paradise. Think of the Paradise-origin Creator Sons 
and Spirit Daughters, the Stationary Sons of the Paradise Trinity, even our own indwelling 
Deity-fragments, the Paradise Thought Adjusters, dispatched from the shores of Divinington 
… the implications are profound for you and for me and for the people of our world. The 

Papers introduce us to and integrate us in the real universe. I contend that we ought to be repeatedly challenged, 
even startled, by the personality updraft of being summoned into the benign companionship of such cosmic 
personalities and influences each time we open The Urantia Book.

Okay. That’s my first point. Now: Going on.

The entire series of our planet’s epochal revelations have been cumulative in influence and in effectiveness. In The 
Urantia Book we have a recapitulation of all of the previous four as well as the complete text of the fifth. Thus it 
behooves us to see our outreach efforts not only as expressions of our own enthusiasm based on our response to 
the fifth revelation, but as revivals and expansions — as furthering the continuations — of the heroic efforts of the 
Vanites, of the bold, dedicated, and courageous Sethite priests and missionaries, of the intrepid and adventurous 
Salemite messengers, and even of the incomparable apostles and disciples of Jesus, who responded to the call to 
service while facing very real and perilous, even appalling, dangers of virulent persecutions and the likelihood of an 
excruciating and ignominious death. It is clear that we are to draw strength, courage and zeal from the experience 
of conjoining our efforts with such illustrious predecessors!

We study group hosts need to see to it that our study group members are aware of our magnificent spiritual 
legacy, this distinguished and serviceful spiritual nobility of our planet’s revelatory heritage — not overlooking or 
forgetting the tremendous service to us of our forebears in the 20th century who were a part of the nexus of events 
which produced the Urantia Papers and put them into our hands and onto the shelves of our bookstores.

When I step back and survey the lengthy stretch of the earth’s millennia of development, and then think further 
back to the aeonic ages of pre -Urantia creative labor and cosmic evolution which have brought us to this privileged 
moment in the unfolding story of our world, I am thrilled to the core of my being by our abundant opportunities 
for service and impelled to enlist whatever abilities I possess in promoting this momentous adventure, this now 
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international “business of helping mankind find God.” We represent, we are, the spearhead of a cosmic vector of 
supreme evolutionary progress which is literally trillions of years in extent.

I believe we should apprehend the service of forming and fostering study groups for the fifth epochal revelation in 
its broadest cosmic and evolutionary context, for what it is — a rare and privileged opportunity to come on board, 
still almost at its inception, on a venture which is destined to make more differences in this world than any war 
which has ever been waged, any social, political, economic, moral, cultural, or scientific reform or movement in all 
of human history.

Furthermore, serving as a study group host is a part of our response to the Master’s 
injunction to go into all the world proclaiming the glorious good news of man’s eternal 
sonship with the Universal Father — the God of all creation, and the twin truth of man’s 
brotherhood with man, and indeed with every other sentient being in the universe — and 
even beyond: our cosmic brotherhood includes even the Eternal Son of Paradise. He, 
too, is our brother in the universal family of God. We have enlisted in a gigantic cosmic 
enterprise, more purposeful and significant in its ultimate consequences than we can now 
appreciate or foresee.

Always remember:

Mankind is [already] on the march toward a new and unrevealed planetary destiny. 
(99:1.1)

When we look at our study groups, let us hear again these words of Jesus to the apostles:

This small beginning of twelve commonplace men shall multiply and grow until 
eventually the whole earth shall be filled with the praise of my Father. (140:1.7)

Viewed objectively, study groups may appear to be a modest undertaking, but they carry that same promise of the 
Master — to eventually transform the planet by providing a study context in which “the great change in the heart of 
man,” described by Jesus, can be formulated, fostered, and fueled. Study group hosts help plant the seeds that can 
one day grow into a benign Army of Believers who will someday

[C]onquer an empire of materialistic secularism and overthrow a world sway of mechanistic naturalism. 
(195:9.2)

Now — if you please — let’s engage in one more “experiment:” Everyone put a smile on your face and then look 
all around the room at everyone, all the revelation students here, who you can comfortably see from your position 
without standing up. You are looking at the vanguard of the leadership of The Urantia Book community of our era 
(along with many in absentia) who are charged with the solemn responsibility of carrying the light of life across 
our world and into the hearts and minds of all Urantians who will receive the message of divine sonship with God. 
You are looking at the Vanites and the Sethite priests of today, at the Salemite missionaries of our generation, at 
the Jesusonian apostles and disciples of our era. You yourselves are now among the “spiritual nobility” of this fresh 
incipient epoch, this brave new world of possibilities and promise.

When it occurs to you that The Urantia Book community or some Urantia Book reader should do a certain thing, 
get up and do it! Because what you now see is what you get — what you are is what you get! The activities and 
vitality of study groups — and in part — the destiny of the planet — are in your hands.

That was my second major point. So, let’s take a one minute stretch break, right in position where you are, please. 
… Thank you!

So now, what, really and ideally, are study groups — in actuality and in potentiality?

Well, almost by definition, study groups provide a community context in which persons can become familiarized 
with the experience of delving into a vast and compelling source of cosmic knowledge and spiritual wisdom. And 
just as by living with Jesus, the apostles found it was both pleasant and profitable to associate with divinity, so study 
group members gradually (or suddenly) become acquainted with the revelation’s life ‐altering truths from on high. 
They, too, acclimate to living with divinity.

In study groups people learn about their heavenly Father, his unconditional love, and his merciful, forgiving and 
progress-supporting nature and influence. Revelation students are enabled not only to find their place in life — to 
discover meaning and value in the context of their earth-experience  —  but also to find clarity in their cosmic 
orientation and in their spiritual direction toward their Paradise destiny.

These truths can be not only life-transforming, but even life- saving for an ardent seeker of truth — bewildered or 
blinded by the plethora of paths, the jungle of jargon, the miasma of methods and the oversupply of oracles to be 
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found in the modern metaphysical media market. Study group members are to be congratulated for their spiritual 
discernment in having found their way to the greatest outlay of celestial treasure since Jesus’ life bestowal. But we 
also need an active and aggressive outreach program to contact the confused minds the revelators speak of, and to 
minister to the humanly dislocated citizens on a planet of rapidly shifting social, economic, and political conditions. 
*******

And thereby, there arises for study group hosts the responsibility of meeting the challenge of providing whatever 
further guidance or leadership they can for the novice- reader — or for the somewhat ‐experienced reader who has 
not been really or personally touched by the Father’s liberating presence.

Let’s consider some of the possibilities and potentials for study group hosts who accept this significant 
responsibility.

I have observed a wide range of the acceptance of leadership and responsibility by study group hosts which have 
sometimes been dictated by circumstances and which have sometimes grown out of the dedication and creativity 
of such hosts.

At the simplest level, study groups may form spontaneously from an association of people all, or almost all, of 
whom are new to the book: There is no obvious leader — only a host who is willing to provide a time and place 
for meetings. Such groups often jump around in the book initially (or for a longer period of time) just to get 
acquainted with its contents. They may then elect to read Part IV about Jesus’ life and teachings, or Part III in order 
to familiarize themselves with the story of our world. For my part, I can entertain the idea of familiarizing oneself 
with the first five Papers on God or with Papers 100 -103 about personal religious experience or some of Jesus’ 
teachings or the nature of the ministry of angels or the specifics of the process of surviving the death of the body 
or the immediate survival experience on the mansion worlds — parts of the book, among others, which are of 
immediate significance and interest to the individual — even to the new reader.

Sooner or later, however, I believe a study group host should at least consider (all study groups 
being ultimately autonomous) inviting the group to read through the book as it was written, 
from beginning to end. Study group newcomers should at least have explained to them that 
the quest of comprehending The Urantia Book is a long -term — even a lifetime pursuit — and 
that faith, perseverance, commitment, and self-application are essential to comprehension, 
even though many of the ideas and facts are immediately easy to entertain or understand; 
self -evident to the reader; or already a part of his or her belief system. It should be early 
pointed out that the book introduces and then explains its own novel terms, nomenclature 
and parlance somewhere in the entire book, and that putting the parts and personalities of 
the book together to achieve a general understanding of the whole is part of the fun and 
fascination. Thus, The Urantia Book is not only a gift outright, but a challenge or assignment to 
be voluntarily taken up by the somewhat spiritually precocious.

Also as a part of early information for readers, I believe Jesus would emphasize, or even insist, 
that they first be taught that they are the sons or daughters of a loving, wise, and merciful heavenly Father. Truth-
seekers need to be shown, by some miracle, how they can become son-conscious, aware experientially of their 
own sonship with Deity. Take the truth-candidate into the temple of sonship before discoursing on the nature and 
features of that temple, Jesus might have said. Jesus emphasized, “Seek first the kingdom of God,” the kingdom of 
heaven within you, the realization of the presence of the inner spirit, as a first step in the fulfillment of the desire to 
know more about God and reality.

Mercy, patience, tolerance and love are qualities of successful hosts. A spiritual attitude of fatherly love should 
prevail both in the host’s leadership and in the group’s attitude. All hosts should remember that the one who 
assumes the role of teacher or leader maintains his credibility and integrity by ever remaining a learner himself. 
Remember: Everyone is destined to become a student-teacher in the ascending educational regime of the Paradise 
career. Thus even relatively new readers should be encouraged to restate their understanding of statements or 
passages from the book in their own words. Hosts and groups might be surprised at what proceeds from their 
hearts and minds.

Further characteristics of successful hosts would include: a constantly improving personal knowledge and 
comprehension of the revelation; a supreme dedication to the mission of Michael and to the (partially 
apprehended) eternal purpose of the Universal Father; an awareness of the assistance of revealed and unrevealed 
spirit ministers of revelation who can contribute to study group success; a mindfulness of participation in a 
spiritual heritage stretching back through Jesus and Melchizedek to such early spiritual geniuses as Onagar, 
Onamonalonton, and Enoch; an approximated appreciation of the scope and awesomeness of creation; a cheerful 
attitude of generosity and good will; and an implicit reverence for the divine. Hosts would do well to openly 
acknowledge their own and their group’s reliance on the ministry of Michael’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit and the 
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Father’s Adjuster -Spirits should be introduced, discussed, and utilized in study groups.

Hosts should realize that study groups, like the educational regimes of the universe, exist for the promotion of 
the spiritual progress of the individual, and not as ends in themselves. Thus, when the dynamics in a study group 
change due to the introduction of readers new to the book or new to the group, adaptations should be gladly and 
readily made, while striving to maintain a balance of loyalty to the needs of the pre ‐existent members of the group. 
This is an art which only experience can improve. Remember that

[T]he meaning of life is its adaptability; even as the value of life [and of study groups] is its progressability. 
(130:4.7)

I believe it is in the best interests of hosts to visit other study groups if at all possible, to correspond with other 
hosts (easily done in this age of the internet), and to be creative in seeking additional means of promoting inter-
study group cross ‐fertilization. If an area is blessed with more than one study group within convenient driving 
distance, accommodation should be made, in my view, to relate the groups or to co-produce opportunities for 
the general socialization of all the groups’ constituent members. Joint multiple- study group projects can be very 
socializing and educational — enlightening, illuminating, and fun!

Isolated groups would benefit from relating to other groups. We recall that Jesus’ early messengers were greatly 
cheered and encouraged by learning of the activities of other groups of kingdom builders.

I believe that — just as Jesus’ ministry was free from political entanglements, economic injunctions, or social 
directives — so should study groups focus, as did Jesus, on spiritual matters, or at any rate, on the topic of the 
Paper being examined and perused. Simply by keeping the study group on topic, such detractions can be avoided.

Dealing with study group pathologies of misbehavior or misdirection are matters to be 
worked out, in my opinion, by each host and the group’s constituent members. However, 
recourse can be made to the opinions of other study group hosts or to the leaders of 
reader organizations for seasoned wisdom in this regard.

I believe it is a good idea for each study group collectively to compose and write down a 
mission statement, which could certainly be amended as time progresses or as the values, 
meanings, or emphasis of the group changes or evolves.

In the middle range of effective study groups are those groups which proceed well and 
efficiently, reading and discussing Paper after Paper. These groups may achieve whole 
readings of the book, even multiple readings. However, such groups should be impressed 
with the truth that there is always more to learn, integrate, and admire; and that

[T]he progressive comprehension of reality is the equivalent of approaching God. 
(196:3.3)

Conceptions of the nature of study groups which may be helpfully entertained by hosts and members include:

1. Outposts of Light and Truth — portals through which the revelation may be extended into and throughout the 
planet.

2.  Centers for Cosmic Learning — emphasizing the groups’ potential for educational enhancement.

3.  Truth  Seeker Personality Integration Centers — socialization with other believers integrates and balances 
the personality; and reading together creates an expanded and shared sense of the reality and truth of the 
revelations in the Papers.

4.  Practical Living Learning Centers — the wealth of practical knowledge in The Urantia Book forms a great 
feature of its appeal and value.

5.  Centers for prayer, meditation, and worship. Often study groups will begin or end with a moment of silence, an 
articulated individual or group prayer, or opportunities for group worship.

6.  Reinstatement or creation of a planetary headquarters or of lost centers of learning from previous revelatory 
regimes. Without the Lucifer Rebellion, Dalamatia — as a planetary center — would have been complemented 
by about one hundred Adamic centers all over the planet. In their absence, we can now construct a global 
network of mutually aware, potentially interactive study groups.

7.  Centers for creative outreach projects. Larger study groups may have the material and human resources to 
devise outreach or enrichment seminars, expos, mini- or full-fledged conferences, publications, and/or artistic 
performances.

I come now to the consideration of the more advanced or larger study groups which have formed urban or 
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city wide even statewide or regional associations and which may have regular organizational meetings, formal 
constitutions, and membership in reader organizations.

For the most part, I have lived in cosmopolitan centers with multiple study groups within driving distance and such 
groups can and have been associated for exponentially expanded potentialities and creativity.

The electronic media are introducing Skype services into study groups so that readers not physically at the study 
group location can participate as though they were. Also, Urantia Book study groups have been formed entirely 
through Skype with no readers at all being together in the same geographic location. Skype services are now 
global, bringing international study groups into the realm of possibility.

Skype services can make available study group participation to isolated rural or small- ‐town readers who have no 
access to other readers. What a difference such technology can make in such readers’ lives!

The bestowal of the fifth epochal revelation upon Urantia is now an objective historical fact. 
The planet has been contacted by its cosmic administrators. The universe has done its part 
for our new epoch — in the astounding act of giving us the epochal revelation itself. And now 
it remains for us to assist humanity in taking note and taking advantage of the tremendous 
potentials represented by this new systematic book, an outpouring of universal information, 
spiritual inspiration, and divine love.

All of this potential realization should be directly reflected in how we regard study groups, for 
study groups are at present the critical communications location, the cosmic contact point, and 
the sacred -secular places where we work out the practicalities of the teachings in ways that can 
foster great achievements.

The study group is the moist soil whereupon the footprint of truth can become lastingly imprinted — a place 
where its truths can be engraved in the hearts of an assembly of believers. Such “faithers” forgather in groups to 
exponentially multiply their receptivity capacity and qualitative comprehension. Every time a study group meets in 
any city, town or hamlet, that location becomes a “city of divine visitation.”

Study groups provide a sanctuary where some spiritual aspirants can become endowed with the superhuman 
insight and super- planetary knowledge which can potentially change the world. Study groups are the cradles of 
credulity wherein leaders of the spiritual renaissance can be re -born — leaders who can direct us in our ever ‐
advancing persistent

[M]arch toward a new and unrevealed planetary destiny. (99:1.1)

As custodians of spiritual truth and as stewards of the revelation, we cannot permit ourselves to become truth ‐
misers. The world is too hungry. We are most privileged to share these teachings because we have a link with the 
consciousness of the cosmos. This work of outreach is challenging and sometimes requires that one sacrifice of 
one’s comfort zone, but the satisfactions of service are unsurpassable experiences in creature life; we must offer it 
to mankind. Perhaps we could engender a healthy rivalry between study groups to excel, to grow, and to become 
more effective in outreach and spiritually productivity?

Perhaps, we can collectively catch the vision of a living network of illuminated truth  outposts, a worldwide system 
of study groups, which would represent the efforts of the generations of our age and the next to respond to the 
incredible moral trust implicit in our having become beneficiaries of a cosmic revelation. Such a vitalized network 
of study groups could be activated by communications systems which are already in place through the global 
internet and other similar media systems. A centralized intelligence -gathering community or committee could 
become responsible for sharing the findings and achievements of many individual study groups with other, perhaps 
newer or more isolated study groups. A global internet connections system between study groups could be a fifth 

epochal revelation’s parallel to David Zebedee’s messenger service.

We have heard the clarion call of the Divine Counselor of Uversa, who proclaims:

The religious challenge of this age is to those farseeing and forward- looking men and women of spiritual 
insight who will dare to construct a new and appealing philosophy of living out of the enlarged and exquisitely 
integrated modern concepts of cosmic truth, universal beauty, and divine goodness. Such a new and righteous 
vision of morality will attract all that is good in the mind of man and challenge that which is best in the human 
soul. (2:7.10)

Jesus’ stirring words as he addressed his apostles and disciples continue to reverberate today:

You are the first volunteers of a long line of sincere believers in the kingdom who will astonish all mankind 
by their heroic devotion to these teachings. No armies of the world have ever displayed more courage and 
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bravery that you and your loyal successors who shall go forth to all the world proclaiming the good news —  the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. (143:1.7)

We know the truth of what the midwayers tell us:

The call to the adventure of building a new and transformed human society by means of 
the spiritual rebirth of Jesus’ brotherhood of the kingdom should thrill all who believe in 
him as men have not been stirred since the days when they walked about on earth as his 
companions in the flesh. (195:10.6)

So: Our assignment as I would articulate it today is for us to respond to these challenges 
by the revelators by providing study groups for other students of The Urantia Book and 
for truth -seekers in general. Such a program of study group creation represents one of the 
preeminent services to humanity available to us at this time. We can strengthen ourselves 
(first) by consciously conjoining our efforts with the throng of revelation -disseminators 
of previous epochal revelations, (second) by accepting the Master’s invitation to go into 
all the world proclaiming the glorious good news of man’s eternal sonship with God, and 
(third) by zealously returning to our study group duties with renewed vigor, with an eye 
single to the discernment and doing of the Father’s will, and with a strengthened vision 
of our common service to our shared and supremely valuable revelation. For all time, 
Jesus has pronounced the everlasting summons to represent him in the world even as he 
represented his Father who is also our Father, when he said,

As the Father sent me into the world, so send I you!

HELPFUL LINKS:

http://urantiausa.com/  This link will take you to the national Urantia Association of the United States (UAUS) 
website where there are photos, UB inspired music and art reviews, and other info germane to UAI members and 
students of the Book in the United States of America.

http://facebook.com/urantiausa/ This is the Urantia Association USA’s Facebook page. If you “Like” the page, news 
postings will show up in your Facebook news feed.

http://www.urantiausa.com/index.php?view=show&page=membership If you’re interested in membership in 
Urantia Association of the United States, the application and requirements are available at this link.

http://urantia-uai.org/ The link will take you to Urantia Association International’s main website, where you will 
find the Charter and Bylaws, also UAI projects involving study and dissemination, event information, membership 
requirements, applications, and many, many other items of interest to members.

http://urantia-uai.org/overview/uai-membership/ If you’re interested in membership in Urantia Association 
International, the application and instructions are at this link.

http://urantia.org/ The Urantia Foundation website. If you want to read, download, search, or listen to The Urantia 
Book online, and for the latest news reports from Urantia Foundation you can also go to: Urantia Foundation’s 
News Online: http://urantia.org/urantia-foundation/newsletter-pdf-archives 

http://urantia-uai.org/Journal/  The Journal, Urantia Association’s “scholarly” publication, is available electronically 
free of charge at http://bit.ly/Q6WnY4. To receive hard copies, one may subscribe to the JOURNAL at these rates: 
Annual $20 US, $28 Australian, $28 Canadian, or 18 (Euro). Single Copies $5 US $7 Australian $7 Canadian, or 4.50 
(Euro). Other foreign language edition rates will be equal to $20 US for subscription or $5 US for a single issue 
in local currency according to international exchange rates at the time of subscription. Funds sent to Urantia 
Association International (USA) must be in US dollars. 

To subscribe: Subscribe online at http://bit.ly/Q6WnY4, or mail check or money order payable to Urantia 
Association International, to: UAI Journal, 559 W. Diversey Pkwy. #351, Chicago, IL 60614, USA. When paying by 
credit card, telephone orders may be placed by phoning: (773) 572-1180

UAI Journal Archives: http://bit.ly/Q6WnY4
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QUOTE OF THE QUARTER:

All truth  —  material, philosophic, or spiritual  —  is both beautiful and good. All real beauty  —  material art 
or spiritual symmetry  —  is both true and good. All genuine goodness  —  whether personal morality, social 
equity, or divine ministry  —  is equally true and beautiful. Health, sanity, and happiness are integrations of 
truth, beauty, and goodness as they are blended in human experience. Such levels of efficient living come about 
through the unification of energy systems, idea systems, and spirit systems. (43.4) 2:7.11  

ABOUT THE MESSENGER

The Messenger is a quarterly publication of Urantia Association of the United States (UAUS) and is emailed to 
friends and members of Urantia Association International (UAI) at their request only. .

Editor: Ellen Gaynor 
Graphics: Will Sherwood 
Contributors: Jeff Wattles, Mark Kurtz, Tonia Baney, Katrina Glavan-Heise, Belen Asidao, Mo Siegel, Chris Wood, 
Gaetan Charland, Bill Beasley, Scott Brooks, Barry Clark, Jacquelyn Koury, Tamara Strumfeld, Jim Watkins, Rick 
Lyon, Patti Snyder.

Please send articles and submissions to Ellen Gaynor: ellen.gaynor@gmail.com 
Please send graphics comments to Will Sherwood: owsherwood@gmail.com

If you would like to receive The Messenger by email, click on this link: http://bit.ly/1hF4tj3

PHOTOS FROM THE URANTIA ASSOCIAION LOS ANGELES 
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Thanks to those in attendance for these photos...
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